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Garden Notes on Groundcovers

Porcupine Grass
(Miscanthus sinensis ‘Strictus’)—A popular, wide-bladed variegated 
selection.  Bright green leaves accented with yellow bands.  Stands 
more erect than Zebra Grass.  Height 6-8’, spread 3-5’.

#1 container ...................................................................13.95
#3 container ...................................................................34.95

Red-Silver Silver Grass
(Miscanthus sinensis ‘Rotsilber’)—Th e emerging fl ower plumes 
are a dramatic metallic-red before maturing to a silvery-white 
color.  Slender fi ne-textured foliage forms a vase shaped clump.  
Height 5-7’, spread 4-5’.

#1 container ...................................................................13.95
#3 container ...................................................................34.95

Variegated Silver Grass
(Miscanthus sinensis var. variegatus)—An old-time garden favorite.  
Brightly colored, wide-bladed selection.  Leaves are creamy-white, 
striped with green.  Tolerant of light shade.  Height 4-6’, spread 4-6’.

#1 container ...................................................................13.95
#3 container ...................................................................34.95
#5 container ...................................................................44.95

SILVER SPIKE GRASS
(Spodiopogon sibericus)—Also known as Frost Grass.  Compact 
size and a handsome habit make this attractive grass an excellent 
choice.  Bold, bamboo-like foliage and airy, narrow panicles that 
are held well above the foliage create a dramatic eff ect when 
outlined with frost late in the season.  Height 4-5’, spread 3-4’.

#1 container ...................................................................13.95

SWITCH GRASS
Dallas Blues Switch Grass
(Panicum virgatum ‘Dallas Blues’)—Steel blue foliage topped 
with pastel-mauve fl ower heads in the fall.  One of the best for 
blue color.  Extremely hardy selection.  Height 6-8’, spread 3-4’.

#1 container ...................................................................13.95
#3 container ...................................................................34.95

Heavy Metal Switch Grass 
(Panicum virgatum ‘Heavy Metal’)—Clumping, steel blue foliage 
on very stiffl  y upright plants. Adds a wonderful contrast to the 
landscape.  Height 3-4’, spread 2-3’. 

#1 container ...................................................................13.95

NEW!—Northwind Switch Grass 
(Panicum virgatum ‘Northwind’)—Sturdy, upright growth 
with steel blue stems and olive-green foliage.  Th is is a taller-
growing selection can reach 6’ in height over the course of the 
growing season.  Use in mass plantings for screening, privacy and 
background plantings.  Height 5-6’, spread 2-3’.

#1 container ...................................................................13.95

Shenandoah Switch Grass 
(Panicum virgatum ‘Shenandoah’)—A tough selection of one of 
our native prairie grasses, this is one of the few red-foliaged grasses 
available that will survive our winters. Foliage is tipped with deep, 
blood-red highlights and seed heads share the same color late in 
the season.  Wonderful reddish-purple fall color.  Height 3-5’, 
spread 2-3’.

#1 container. ..................................................................13.95
#3 container. ..................................................................34.95
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Silver Grass continued

Guide for Estimating Planting

Inches Between Plants Sq. Ft. Area 1000 plants will cover No. plants per sq ft 

 4” 110 sq. ft 9.0

 6” 250 sq ft 4.0 

 8” 440 sq ft 2.25

 10” 700 sq ft 1.45

 12” 1000 sq ft 1

 15” 1560 sq ft 1 per 1.56 sq ft

 18” 2250 sq ft 1 per 2.25 sq ft

 24” 4000 sq ft 1 per 4 sq ft


